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Fagus grandifolia 
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The American Beech, Fagus grandifolia, is a long-lived tree with a short trunk and widely spreading crown.  It is best 
suited for large areas, but will adapt somewhat to more crowded conditions by growing more upright.  In autumn, the American 
Beech turns an attractive bronze color, with its leaves persisting into winter.  The tree has spiky nuts that also last into winter and 
draw mammals and birds. 

 
Although the American Beech is adaptable to many soil types, it does not grow well in excessively wet areas.  Few trees 

are as shade-tolerant as this one, so it can be planted in any sun exposure.  The American Beech is a hardy tree resisitant to 
insects, disease, and ozone.  It should be pruned in the summer or early fall.   
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Mature Height 80-100 Feet Soil Type Well-drained 

Mature Spread Up to 120 Feet Flower Color Inconspicuous 

Mature Form Broadly  
Spreading 

Foliage Color Dark Green 

Growth Rate Slow Fall Color Dark Yellow to 
Brown 

Sun Exposure Shade Tolerant Zones 4-9 

Soil Moisture Moist   
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