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Rain Garden- New Attraction at Marion County Fairgrounds
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New rain garden at Marion County Fairgrounds helps collect roof water and allows it to soak back into the ground

Each year there are always new attractions at the Marion County Fair.  At this year’s fair, July 22-31st, you won’t want to miss the new rain garden and rain barrel demonstration site in front of the Cattle Barn at the fairgrounds.  What is a rain garden?  It’s a slightly depressed area planted with native wildflowers and other plants that collects some of the water after a rain and allows it to soak back into the ground instead of running off.  Slowing the water and allowing it to filter helps prevent pollutants from entering our ground water.  A rain barrel also slows down water as it collects rain runoff from gutter downspouts and helps store water for later use, such as watering your garden or lawn.  
Both these water conserving practices are part of a new “greening” effort undertaken by the Marion County Fair Board to improve the fairgrounds.  Additional tree plantings have also been done at the fairgrounds to provide more natural beauty, shading and wildlife habitat to the area.  Ron Phillips, president of the County Fair Board, hopes these new projects will encourage local homeowners, businesses, homeowner associations, and others to take action on their property.  Phillips says, “Individually rain gardens and rain barrels may have a small effect, but collectively many of these simple and affordable projects around a community can make a major reduction in the volume of runoff water to local streams and quality of life for the area.”  
The rain garden, rain barrels, and new tree plantings are just part of new practices being planned and installed at the fairgrounds that demonstrate Low Impact Development (LID) ideas to help landowners better conserve their land.  Water is collected and disposed of in a manner not allowing for mosquito reproduction.  Besides conserving water and adding more green space to the fairgrounds, these green projects will serve as the backdrop for future educational experiences that honor the original intent of the county fair to share ideas and educate visitors.  
The rain garden, rain barrels, and signage were made possible by the Hoosier Heartland Resource Conservation & Development Council’s Plant A Million Program through grant funds from the Lilly Endowment.  Additional technical assistance was provided by the Marion County Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) and rain garden construction was completed by the JFNew Company.  To learn more about rain gardens & rain barrels visit www.marionswcd.org .
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